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Global Economic Impact of Exhibitions: World

Source: UFI/Oxford Economics, 2021

STATE OF MARKET DIRECT IMPACTS TOTAL IMPACTS

4.8 million
Exhibiting companies

147 million
Square meters of booth

353 million
Visitors

����ELOOLRQ�¼
($ 141 billion)

in direct spending 
(business sales)

representing spending to plan and produce exhibitions, 
exhibitions-related travel, and other direct spending, such 

as spending by visitors and exhibitors

���ELOOLRQ�¼�
($ 82 billion)
in direct GDP
(gross domestic product)

1.4 million
Jobs

Directly supported 
by exhibitions

Produces

����ELOOLRQ�¼
($ 334 billion)
in total output (business sales)
including direct, indirect, and induced output

����ELOOLRQ�¼
($ 201 billion)

in total GDP
Incl. direct, indirect and induced GDP impacts

3.4 million
Total Jobs
directly and indirectly 
supported by exhibitions

�������¼������������
of total impact per 
exhibiting company

Indirect
& Induced
Impacts
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Pent-up Demand

Post-pandemic mindset

Staffing Challenges

Health & Safety Measures

SHORT Term
next 6-12 months









MID Term
12 – 36 months

The Climate Crisis

The Global Economy

Net Zero Carbon 
Events Initiative

Resilience of the
business model









LONG Term
2 – 5 years

Global Decoupling
(End of Globalisation)

Our industry still 
not being understood

Industry collaboration
around the world

Collaborative
advocacy work
















